




of¿cially�launched,�with�the�expectation�to�strengthen�regional�economic�and�trade�







signi¿cant� invisible�“barriers”�to�trade.�Thus�all� the�stakeholders�imminently�need�

adjustments�according�to�speci¿c�situation�of�each�individual�country.�

the�editors�are�facing�signi¿cant�challenges�including�English�language�pro¿ciency,�



and�even�very�de¿cient,�very�scarce�in�some�countries.�Therefore�some�citations�

As�a�¿rst�remarkable�pilot�project�in�the�¿elds,� this�eBook�on�East�Asia�Customs�

Procedures�are�not�perfect�and�Àawless�and�we�are�satis¿es�with�the�qualities�of�



Asia�Paci¿c�Trade�Agreement

Asia�and�Paci¿c�Economic�Cooperation

Change�in�Tariff�Classi¿cation





1.4�Staf¿ng



10.2�Rules�of�Classi¿cation







operating�Customs�of¿ces;�collecting�import�and�export�duties�and�other�fees.�



Propose�the�Minister�of�Finance�to�issue�orders�for�con¿scation,�con¿scation,�bribery,�illegal�goods�





Investigate�Customs�cases�and�¿le�Customs�cases�to�People’s�Prosecutor�to�litigate�cases�in�court;

Implement�other�rights�and�duties�as�de¿ned�in�the�laws�and�regulations.

Develop�a�plan�for�revenue�collection�from�Customs�duties�and�other�obligations�for�the�¿scal�year�



Investigate�Customs�cases�and�submit�case�¿les�to�the�People’s�Prosecutor�to�take�cases�to�court;

Implement�other�rights�and�duties�as�de¿ned�in�the�laws�and�regulations.

checkpoints�quickly�and�accurately�as�de¿ned�in�the�laws�and�regulations;

Coordinate�with�other�government�of¿ces�within�the�checkpoint�while�performing�their�duties;



1.4�Staf¿ng





Customs�Declaration�Process� in� Lao� includes� the� following�steps:� goods�enter� the�warehouse�→�

overweight�→�do� temporary�warehouse�declarations�→�make� temporary�Customs�declarations�→�

report�Customs�inspections�→�report�Customs�leadership�signatures�→�taxation�on�tax�bills�→�Customs�

inspection�of�goods�→�payment�of�warehouse�fees�→�Customs�records,�Customs�clearance.

Customs�declaration�enables�to�declare�at�the�Customs�of¿ce�where�the�goods�entered.

arrival.�Carrier�shall�be�allowed�transport� to�the�designated� routes�by�Customs�of¿ce�and�prohibited� to�

transport�other�routes,�and�prohibited�to�run�away�the�¿rst�Customs�station�before�the�goods�brief�report�

guaranteed�by�bank�issued,�at�the�treasury�of¿ce�during�of¿cial�working�hours.



All�imported�goods�must�be�examined�by�Customs�at�the�goods�placed�during�the�of¿cial�working�hours.�

on�Customs�order.�There�are�¿ve�main�points� for� the�examination�of�Customs:�kind�of�goods,�amount,�

price,�weight,�and�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�and�total�amount�of�duties�and�taxes.�Examination�can�be�carried�

out�outside�if�importer�or�his�agent�required�and�the�head�of�Customs�of¿ce�considered�reasonable.�For�

Export�declaration�can�be�carried�out�at�the�common�Customs�checking�border�during�the�of¿cial�working�

hours.�If�an�exporter�or�his�agent�requests�his�goods� to�be�examined�outside� the�of¿cial�working�hours�

guaranteed�by�bank,�at�the�treasury�of¿ce�during�the�of¿cial�working�hours.



Goods�that�are�classi¿ed�under�clauses�(1)�to�(6)�above�are�suspended�from�the�application�of�Customs�

speci¿ed�in�the�regulations.

the�modi¿cation,�change�or�adding�of�some�equipment�used�as�the�basis�for�Customs�duty�calculation.�



and�exit�from�the�Lao�PDR�under�the�surveillance�by�Customs�of¿cers�of�Lao�PDR.

and�exit�from�the�Lao�PDR�under�the�surveillance�by�Customs�of¿cers�of�Lao�PDR.

and�can�be�con¿gured�to�suit�the�national�characteristics�of�individual�Customs�regimes,�national�tariff�&�



process�in�15�to�30�minutes.�In�addition,�in�order�to�improve�work�ef¿ciency,�a�one-stop�service�window�

Improve�the�supply�chain�ef¿ciency;

Simpli¿cation�of�procedures�and�formalities;



Improving�duty�noti¿cation�and�tax�administration�with�electronic�system�(ASYCUDA,�SMART�TAX,�

Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�D�(import�on�CEPT�Scheme);

Exemption�Customs�Declaration�Form�issued�by�Customs�Department�or�Customs�of¿ce�Province�



Trade�contracts,�order�cards,�and�Certi¿cates�of�Origin�should�be�submitted�when�deemed�necessary.�

phytosanitary�certi¿cate� from�the�Ministry�of�Agriculture�and�Forestry.� Importers�and�exporters�bringing�



comprehensive�consultancy�and�advisory�role,�rather�than�being�con¿ned� to�merely�¿ling�declarations/

Participating�in�the�inspection�of�goods�with�Customs�Of¿cer,�for�instance,�opening�containers�and�



entity�or�organization�that�has�a�reliable�¿nancial�status;

If�the�declaration�is�made�later�than�the�speci¿ed�time,�the�declarant�shall�be�¿ned�zero�point� ten�





import�or�export�license�prior�to� import�or�export�of�goods.�All�importers�and�exporters�must�¿rst�register�



provide�certi¿cates�on�sanitary�and�phytosanitary�(SPS)�measures�or�to�comply�with�technical�regulations�

Noti¿cation�of�the�Cabinet�of�Ministry�of�Information�and�Culture,�No.2411/C.MIC�of�10�September�1997,�





For�live�animals,�¿sh,�aquatic�organisms;�edible�meat�and�its�products;�dairy�products;�rice,�rice;�edible�

For�live�animals�(including�¿sh�and�aquatic�organisms);�rice,�rice;�shellac,�resin,�forest�products;�mineral�



origin�of�the�goods�and�a�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�will�need�to�be�presented.�







Gifts�of�a�delegation�from�overseas�of¿cial�visits;

Essential�items�used�for�education,�health,�scienti¿c�study,�samples�and�religious�purposes;



Exportation-Importation�under�the�Policy�of�Special�Economic�Zones�and�Speci¿c�Economic�Zones:�The�

speci¿c�regulations.

the�control�of�the�Customs�Administration.�Goods� from�a�special�economic�zone�and�speci¿c�economic�



determination�of�the�correct�HS�Code�for�tariff�classi¿cation�purposes�is� important�since�the�applicable�

Customs�tariff�rates�and�import�licenses/certi¿cates�for�speci¿c�imported�goods�are�determined�according�

At�present,�Lao�PDR�is�using�the�Tariff�Nomenclature�2017,�which�commodities�are�classi¿ed�based�on�

category�of�goods�as�speci¿ed�in�the�Tariff�Nomenclature�2017.

10.2�Rules�of�Classi¿cation

six�principles,�which�should�be�followed,�to�determine�the�classi¿cation�of�goods:

for�legal�purposes,�classi¿cation�shall�be�determined�according� to�the� terms�of�the�headings�and�

article�incomplete�or�un¿nished,�provided�that,�as�presented,�the� incomplete�or�un¿nished�article�

has�the�essential�character�of� the�complete�or�¿nished�article.� It�shall�also�be� taken� to� include�a�



classi¿able�under�two�or�more�headings,�classi¿cation�shall�be�effected�as�follows�:�(a)�The�heading�

retail�sale,�those�headings�are�to�be�regarded�as�equally�speci¿c� in�relation�to�those�goods,�even�

sets�for�retail�sale,�which�cannot�be�classi¿ed�by�reference� to�3� (a),�shall�be�classi¿ed�as�if� they�

criterion�is�applicable.�(c)�When�goods�cannot�be�classi¿ed�by�reference�to�3�(a)�or�3�(b),�they�shall�

be�classi¿ed�under� the�heading�which�occurs� last� in�numerical�order�among�those�which�equally�

Goods�which�cannot�be�classi¿ed�in�accordance�with�the�above�Rules�shall�be�classi¿ed�

speci¿c�article�or�set�of�articles,�suitable�for�long-term�use�and�presented�with�the�articles�for�which�

For�legal�purposes,�the�classi¿cation�of�goods� in�the�subheadings�of�a�heading�shall�be�



The�WTO�Valuation�Agreement�de¿nes�the�transaction�value�as�“the�price�actually�paid�or�payable� for�

Article�8”.�



determines�their�Customs�value.�Article�8�provisions�further�re¿ne�this�value�by�outlining�value�elements�

These�may�be�left�out�if�they�are�payable�under�a�¿nancing�arrangement�for�buying�the�imported�goods,�

not�included�in�the�price�charged�to�the�importer�by�the�seller�-�sometimes�known�as�“assists”�including:



of�resale.�If�an�importer�is�to�share�with�the�seller�(whether�directly�or�indirectly)�the�pro¿t�on�resale,�use�

is�to�have�sob�of�the�pro¿t�which�you�receive,�this�is�to�be�added�to�the�price�paid�or�payable,�(7)�Export�

duty�&�taxes�paid�in�the�country�of�origin�or�export.�When�these�taxes�are�incurred�by�the�buyer�they�are�

dutiable.�However,� if�you�bene¿t�from�tax�relief�or�repayment�of�these� taxes�they�may�be� left�out�of� the�



be�paid,�or�(2)�the�addition�usually�made�for�pro¿t�and�general�expenses�in�connection�with�sales�in�Lao�of�

Customs�will�reasonably�expect�evidence� to�support�the�¿gures�submitted,�particularly�with�reference�to�

the�importer’s�pro¿t.

signi¿cant�processing�or�other�elements�are�unknown�or�cannot�be�evidenced,�the�importer�must�proceed�

price�is�inÀuenced�by�the�relationship.

provided�by�the�buyer,�and�containers�and�packing,� (2)�an�amount� for�the�producer’s�pro¿t�and�general�



Same�as�Valuation�Method�4,�Valuation�Method�5�will�reasonably�expect�evidence�to�support�the�¿gures�

submitted,�particularly�with�reference�to�the�supplier’s�pro¿t.

Procedures� (Revised�Kyoto�Convention,�RKC),�defines� rules� of�origin�as� “the�specific�provisions,�

foreign� trade�and�investment,�bene¿ting�from�trade�preferences,�and�protecting�the�environment,�which�



(4)�Products�obtained�by�hunting,�trapping,�¿shing,�aquaculture,�gathering�or�capturing�conducted�

(6)�Products�of�sea-¿shing�and�other�marine�products�taken�from�the�high�sea�by�vessels�registered�

in�the�country�concerned�and�Àying�the�Àag�of�that�country;

sub-paragraph�(6)�above,�provided�that�such�factory�ships�are�registered�in�that�country�and�Ày�its�

Àag;



collected�therein�and�are�¿t�only�for�the�recovery�of�raw�materials;�and

The�determination�whether� the�last�substantial� transformation�occurs�as�speci¿ed�in�clause�above�shall�

4.�Simple�slicing,�cutting,�and�repacking�or�placing�in�bottle,�Àasks,�bags,�boxes�and�all�other�simple�

5.�The�af¿xing�of�marks,�labels�or�other�like�distinguishing�signs�on�products�or�their�packaging;

8.�Combination�of�two�or�more�operations�speci¿ed�in�1�to�7�above;�and



Advance� rulings�are�binding�decisions�by�Customs�at�the� request�of� the�person�concerned�on�speci¿c�



all�Customs�of¿ces�and�valid�for�a�speci¿c�period�of�time.�

In�case�the�declarant�is�not�sure�about� identifying�the�Customs�classi¿cation�code�and�country�of�origin�

relevant� information�within�¿fteen�(15)�working�days� from�the�date�of�receipt�of�a�notice�from� the�

4.�The�certi¿cate�of�approval� from� the�Customs�Administration� is�valid� for�not�more� than�one�(1)�

year�as�long�as� the�speci¿cations�regarding� the�imported�goods�do�not�change.� If� there� is�strong�

evidence�or�information�that�the�goods�have�changed,�the�certi¿cate�of�approval�shall�be�cancelled;

the�Customs�Administration�to�consider�and�issue�a�new�certi¿cate�of�approval.



Trade�preference�which�Lao�bene¿ts�from�can�be�grouped�into�3�categories:�

bene¿ts�from�preferential�access�to�ASEAN�dialogue�partners�(China,�India,�Japan,�and�South�Korea)�as�

well�as�other�trade�arrangements�(Lao-Vietnam�and�Asia�Paci¿c�Trade�Agreement:�APTA).��



Among�them,�preferences�that�Lao�bene¿ts�from�free�trade�agreements�which�is�most�important�to�Lao�is�

for�preference�under�this�regime�is�the�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�D.����������

Philippines,�Singapore,�Thailand�and�Vietnam.�The�document�required� is�the�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�



Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�E.

other�ASEAN�members�and�India).�The�document�required�is�the�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�AI.

ASEAN�members�and�Japan).��The�document� required�for�preferential�treatment�is�the�Certi¿cate�

Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�AK.

Asia�Paci¿c�Trade�Agreement�(APTA)

Lao�bene¿ts� from�trade�preference� in�terms�of�tariff�exemption�or�reduction�under�the�APTA�from�

treatment�is�the�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�APTA.

Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�AHK.

Apart�from�ASEAN,�Lao�also�bene¿ts�from�reciprocal�access�under�the�trade�agreement�between�



preferential�treatment�is�the�Certi¿cate�of�Origin�Form�S.

Detailed�information�regarding�the�above-mentioned�FTAs�can�be�reached�from�the�of¿cial�website�of�

under� the�control�of�Customs�of¿cers�while�waiting� for�Customs�clearance.�A�warehouse�system�is�the�

excluding�goods�that�are�classi¿ed�for�warehouse�types�2,�3�and�4�of�this�Article;

shall�be�sold�in�accordance�with�speci¿c�regulations;

for�assembly,�modi¿cation,�processing�or�repair�and�then�re-export;



Customs�duties�and�other�obligations�according�to�relevant�and�speci¿c�regulations.

Million�in�2018.�Foreign�Direct�Investment�in�Lao�increased�by�169.25�USD�Million�in�the�¿rst�quarter�of�



audit�on�the�export,�import�and�transit�of�goods�by�the�Customs�of¿cers�shall�be�implemented�as�follows:

value,�country�of�origin,�coding,�payment�information,�¿nancial�and�accounting�records�and�books�

Customs�of¿cers.



Customs�of¿cers�shall�be�implemented�according�to�the�following�steps:

To�conduct�investigations�as�de¿ned�in�Customs�Law�and�the�Law�on�Criminal�Procedure;

To�stop�and�seize�goods�and�retain�evidence�that�are�related�to�Customs�offenses�as�de¿ned�in�the�

To�inspect�the�premises�and�other� locations,�vehicles�and� individuals�as�de¿ned� in� the�Customs�



and�import�transactions�as�de¿ned�in�the�Customs�Law�and�regulations;

To�implement�rights�as�de¿ned�in�the�laws�and�regulations�and�as�per�assignment.

Article�119,�Chapter�2,�Part�XVI�stipulates�measures�against�Customs�of¿cers�and�Customs�Administration�

At�the�same�time,�any�Customs�of¿cial�who�violates�the�Customs�Law�and�regulations�but�does�not�



classi¿ed�into�two�types:�minor�offenses�and�serious�offenses.

three�degrees:�minor�offenses�at�the�¿rst�degree;�minor�offenses�at�the�second�degree;�minor�offenses�at�

the�third�degree�while�serious�offences�have�two�degrees:�serious�offenses�at�the�¿rst�degree�and�serious�

Incorrectly�and�incompletely�declaring�detailed�information�that�did�not�cause�a�signi¿cant�impact�

Hiding�or�refusing�to�provide�necessary�documents�to�Customs�authority�as�de¿ned�in�Article�64�of�

Disturbing�or�creating�dif¿culties�to�Customs�authority�to�implement�their�duties;

Goods�are�not�imported�into�and/or�exported�from�Lao�PDR�through�the�checkpoint�as�speci¿ed�in�



classi¿cation,�country�of�origin,�tariff,�tax�rates,�declared�Customs�values,�and�other�information;



A�serious�offense�at�the�second�degree�is�a�serious�offense�at�the�¿rst�degree�that�occurs�for�the�second�

time,�and�the�violation�of�intellectual�property�rights�and�falsi¿cation�of�Customs�documents.

Anyone�who�commits�a�minor�offense�at�the�¿rst�degree�shall�be�¿ned�as�follows:�For�a�value�of�

5,000,001�kip�to�10,000,000�Kip,�they�shall�be�¿ned�¿ve�percent�(5%)�of�the�value�of�goods.�For�a�

value�of�goods�above�10,000,001�Kip,�they�shall�be�¿ned�ten�percent�(10%)�of�the�value.

duties�and�other�obligations�as�de¿ned�in�the�laws�and�regulations.�In�these�cases,�they�are�also�

subject�to�a�¿ne�of�30�percent�(30%)�of�the�value�of�goods.�If�the�offense�occurs�a�second�time,�

the�violator�shall�pay�Customs�duties�and�other�obligations�in� full�amount�and�also�a�¿ne�of�¿fty�

intentionally�avoiding�Customs�and�shall�pay�full�Customs�duties�and�other�obligations�and�a�¿ne�

according�to� the�laws�and�regulations� together�with�a�¿ne�at�one�hundred�percent� (100%)�of� the�

Any�person�committing�a�serious�offense�at�the�¿rst�degree�shall�pay�a�¿ne�at�thirty�percent�(30%)�



¿nding�out�that�they�are�not�treated�fairly�based�on�the�agreements�or�decisions�made�by�the�Customs�

Administration�on�Customs�declaration�valuation,�the�classi¿cation�of�goods�and�the�country�of�origin�of�

Settlement�Committee�as�identi¿ed�in�Article�69�of�this�Law;



Committee�shall�¿nalize�the�settlement�of�the�appeal�and�notify�the�decisions�to�the�applicant;

the�applicant�may�submit�his/her�appeal�to�the�Central�Appeal�Settlement�Committee�within�¿fteen�

regulations�to�implement�the�protection�measures�as�de¿ned�in�Article�32�of�Lao�Customs�Law,�in�which�it�



measures�or�handle�the�intellectual�property�Customs�protection�¿ling�with�the�Lao�Customs,�the�domestic�

intellectual�property�right�holder�shall�establish�it�in�the�territory.�The�of¿ce�or�the�entrusted�domestic�agent�

the�acquired�knowledge�and�skills�have�signi¿cantly�assisted�Lao�Customs� to�create�a�more� favorable�



following�of¿cial�contact�point:





Decree�on�the�Origin�of�Import�and�Export�Goods,�No.�228/PM,�Prime�Minister’s�Of¿ce,�Vientiane�



Korea�without�any�pro¿t-making�purposes.�

the�editors�and�do�not�necessarily�reÀect�those�of�EABC�China�(also�CCPIT)�and�EABC.�In�

this�regard,�EABC�China�(also�CCPIT)�and�EABC�would�like�to�reaf¿rm�that�this�eBook�would�

in�any�form�or�by�any�means,�reprint,�translated,�abridged�and�modi¿ed�in�whole�or�in�part�in�

Any�attempt�for�pro¿t-making�purposes�during�the�above-mentioned�process�is�not�permitted�




